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S. Matthew is almost always summary
except wlien lie is giving the sayings of the
Lord. After the first four chapters which con-
tain only the sayings at the Baptism and
Temptation, we find three chapters wholly occu-
pied with one great discourse, the Sermon on
the Mount. The eighth chapter contains several
miracles, but striking sayings occur in con-
nection with three of them. The ninth chapter,
if full of incident, is also full of gracious sayings.
The four following chapters (x.-xiii.) contain
hardly anything besides charges to the Twelve,
parables, warnings addressed to the Pharisees,
and teaching of all kinds. The fourteenth is
a chapter of incidents; but half the fifteenth, and
the whole of the sixteenth, is given up to short
discourses. The short seventeenth chapter gives
the account of the Transfiguration, the healing
of the demoniac boy, and the payment of the
half-shekel; but these incidents lead up to
weighty sayings, viz. to a prophecy of the
Passion, to a eulogy on faith, and to an implicit
claim to Divine sonship. The three chapters
following (xviii.-xx.) contain chiefly answers to
hard questions. Chapter xxi. begins with the
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, but the remain-